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Prince Leopold of Bavaria, Archduke Francis-Ferdinand,
heir apparent to the throne, some younger members of the
imperial family, and a few of the dignitaries of the court
who have been the longest attached to the service of his
majesty, prominent among whom is Baron Gudemus,
grand huntsman of the empire. The latter, by virtue of
his office, holds a seat in the privy council, ranks higher
than the cabinet ministers, has under his control all the
game preserves^ the hunting equipages, and the shooting
lodges of the crown in the various parts of the empire, and
is the generalissimo of the army of gamekeepers, and
jagers, many thousands in number, who wear the livery
of the house of Hapsburg.
Usually, the first three or four days of the stay at Miirz-
steg are devoted to stalking the chamois, the two sover-
eigns generally remaining together, attended only by the
grand huntsman, and by a few jagers and guides, while
the other members of the shooting party follow their in-
dividual devices. The start is made each morning about
an hour before dawn, so as to enable the sportsmen to be
well up on the mountain side by daybreak, that being the
time when it is least difficult to get within range of a
chamois.
All day long the two old sovereigns, Alpenstock in
hand, and short, stocky rifles slung over the shoulder, 'go
toiling up and down the mountains, along the edges of great
precipices, tracing their steps along paths that to the
uninitiated would seem to afford no foothold to any living
thing, save a goat or a chamois. Sometimes they are
overtaken by snowstorms while up in the mountains, and
are unable to see their way, or to move either backwards or
forwards, for whole hours together, while at other times
they are forced to lie down flat on their stomachs and to

